
HALTED
An exhibition of traditional

art & craft by Andy Connors
With additional artwork on display

from the FDYS Enniscorthy
Travelling Community

Wexford Filmmakers Robert Tyrrell and Joanne Heffernan, in conjunction with Screen
Wexford, FDYS Wexford, County Wexford Arts Office, and The Presentation Arts Centre
presented a showcase of Traveller arts, crafts & film as part of 2022's Culture Night
celebrations in Enniscorthy. 

Fresh from its premiere at the Galway Film Fleadh, Halted is a short documentary film
about the everyday lives of the Travelling community in Enniscorthy. Halted was shot last
year after filmmaking duo Robert and Joanne received funding through Wexford County
Council’s New Voices Bursary. On Culture Night, Halted was accompanied by an hour-long
programme of short films about Irish Traveller culture.



Mary Helen Wall from FDYS Wexford With Biddy and Andy Connors (photo courtesy of Enniscorthy Guardian) along
with Andy's craftwork (photos by Conor Gibson)

Working with the local FDYS Traveller Inclusion Programme in Enniscorthy and local
craftsman Andy Connors, the film screening was accompanied by an exhibition of artwork
also called Halted, which ran daily at The Presentation Arts Centre from 17th September
until 15th October. A large horse cart took center stage in this exhibition, which was
carefully restored by Andy Connors, along with several of his smaller hand carved wagons
and metalwork. Children and adults across Enniscorthy flocked to visit the exhibition, all
enthralled by the magical detail and precision of Andy's work, each visitor with their own
stories and tales celebrating the history and legacy of Enniscorthy's Travelling community. 

A large vibrant horseshoe created from handmade paper flowers watched over Andy's
creations for their month long stay in The Presentation Arts Centre gallery, each flower
delicately created by members of the FDYS Traveller Inclusion Programme.
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In addition to Halted, film screenings on Culture Night 2022 also included Crown by Mia
Mullarkey, Wagon Wheels by Terence White, Spread the Wings by Alice McDowell and
Innocent by John Connors. The Presentation Arts Centre were delighted to welcome John
Connors at the film and exhibition launch as a special guest. John is best known for his role
as Patrick Ward in the smash hit crime series, Love/Hate and he has starred in numerous
feature films and dramas including Cardboard Gangsters, Stalker and Broken Law.


